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George Frideric Handel 

23 February 1685 

The Water Music is a collection of orchestral instruments 

composed by Handel, which premiered on July 1717 after 

King George 1 had requested a concert on the Thames 

River. Water Music is most suitable for an outdoor perfor-

mance due to the wind instruments, especially horns, be-

cause their sound carries better outside.  It is said, the 

King liked the music so much that he had the musicians 

repeat it three times.  
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Johann Sebastian Bach 

31 March 1685 

The Well-Tempered Clavier is a collection of  

two series  of Preludes and Fugues composed 

for solo keyboard. The first set was compiled in 

1722 and the second followed in 1742. It was 

the first collection of fully worked keyboard 

pieces in all 24 keys. 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

27 January 1756 

In 1785, the Piano Concerto No 22 in E flat 

major is Mozart’s first piano concerto to 

include clarinets in its scoring and is scored 

for solo piano, flute, two clarinets, two bas-

soons, two horns, two trumpets, timpani, 

and strings.  

Ludwig van Beethoven 

17 December 1770 

The Fifth Symphony had a long development 

due to the interruptions of his works on mul-

tiple compositions. It premiered at his con-

cert in Vienna on December 1808, which 

lasted for more than four hours.  It is one of 

the best-known compositions in classical 

music. It begins by stating a distinctive four-

note “short-short-short-long” motif twice. 
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                ROMANTIC 

Symphony No. 4 in E minor premiered in 

October 1885 and was Brahms last  sym-

phony he composed and personally con-

ducted.  It is also notable that of his four 

symphonies, this was the only one ending 

in a minor key.   

Johannes Brahms 

7 May 1833 

Antonin Dvorak 

8 September 1841 

Dvorak’s Serenade for Strings was com-

posed in just two weeks in May 1875. 

It remains one of the composer’s most 

popular orchestral works to this day. A 

typical trait of the composition is its 

frequent imitation of themes in various 

voices.  

Peter Tchaikovsky 

7 May 1840 

Symphony No. 6 is Tchaikovsky’s final sym-

phony he composed. He conducted this 

version in August 1893. Shortly after its 

premier, he made changes, but unfortu-

nately died just nine days after the perfor-

mance. Its final form was later performed at 

a memorial concert and is the version 

known today.  

Claude Debussy 

22 August 1862 

La Mer (French for The Sea) is an 

orchestral composition  originally 

arranged for piano for four hands. 

This influential piece of work has 

been structured around a subject of 

nature, such as wind, waves, and the 

ambience of the sea. It first premi-

ered in Paris in October 1905. 
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Igor Stravinsky 

17 June 1882 

The Rite of Spring first premiered in Paris in May 

1913. It was composed for stage performances, 

however, it received recognition for its likeness 

as a concert piece and is widely considered to be 

one of the most influential musical works of the 

20th century.  


